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THE SECRET HISTORY OF DEMOCRACY
Edited by Benjamin Isakhan and Stephen Stockwell

To be launched by Professor John Keane, University of Sydney,

as part of the SPIRITED VOICES FROM THE MUSLIM WORLD symposium

Please join us to celebrate the release of this book at

THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, LAW SCHOOL

LAW LOUNGE, 1ST FLOOR, MAIN LAW SCHOOL BUILDING 

FRIDAY, 29TH APRIL 2011, 12:30PM - 2:00PM

The Secret History of Democracy explores 

the intriguing thesis that there is a lot more 

democracy in human history than historians 

generally admit, and presents some surprising 

evidence for this case. The idea that democracy 

could have a ‘secret’ history might at first seem 

strange. Indeed, the history of democracy has 

become so standardized, is so familiar and 

appears so complete that it is hard to believe 

it could hold any secrets. The central argument 

of this book is that there is much more to the 

history of democracy than this foreshortened 

genealogy admits. There is a whole ‘secret’ history, 

too big, complex and insufficiently ‘Western’ in 

character to be included in the standard narrative.


