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generally admit, and presents some surprising
evidence for this case. The idea that democracy
Q could have a ‘secret’ history might at first seem
® strange. Indeed, the history of democracy has
become so standardized, is so familiar and
appears so complete that it is hard to believe
it could hold any secrets. The central argument
of this book is that there is much more to the
history of democracy than this foreshortened
genealogy admits. There is a whole ‘secret’ history,
too big, complex and insufficiently ‘Western' in
character to be included in the standard narrative.
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